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gramme is complete.1 The Kaiser reiterated that nothing would   CHAP.
induce him to set foot in England unl
question were squared as he wished.

induce him to set foot in England unless in advance the Samoan   LXG*

IX
Eckardstein returned on a distasteful errand. The Colonial
Secretary received him coolly, and faced the new situation with
prompt realism. His "Plan L", for all his pains, would have to
go. His "Plan II." and British retreat from Samoa was the
alternative. Nothing but the exigencies of the war could have
induced him to accept it. He had fought his best for Australia
and New Zealand, and would have to telegraph for their consent
to the new terms. And if Germany must have Samoa, she
must as he had stipulated pay for it to the full.
On another point in this hard colloquy with Eckardstein,
Hatzfeldt remarks that Chamberlain is "a man of his word".
Notably he was. But also he left no doubt on this occasion that
whatever Britain's difficulties might be, war or no war, he was
a man of his last word.2 Billow haggles for yet a little more.
Chamberlain repeats that they get no more from him. Eckard-
stein, whom otherwise he will be happy to see, must not come
to him with any new demands.3
At this the German ambassador by telegram is instructed to
offer the Colonial Secretary's own terms to the Prime Minister
on condition that acceptance is announced before the Kaiser's
visit. In the Cabinet Council of November 1 Chamberlain's
settlement was adopted without modification.4
There was an epilogue partly entertaining, partly painful. The
Prime Minister had received gross provocation from William II.
He repaid it with obdurate dexterity. For weeks he had sur-
passed himself in the dialectic and tactic of delay.5 When the
Kaiser was on tenterhooks Lord Salisbury kept hfm there. The
1 Eckardstein, JSrinnerungen, vol.        4 Ibid. p.  675  (Hatzfeldt to the
ii. p. 40.                                              Wilhelmstrasse, November 1, 1899).
8 Grosse Politik, vol. xiv. Second       5 British   Documents,   vol.  i.   pp.
Part, pp. 664-666 (Hatzfeldt to the    121-123, where Salisbury's dispatch
Wilhelmstrasse, October 20).                to Lascelles is a masterpiece in the
8 Ibid. pp.  668-670 (Conversation   art of stating objections with almost
with Eckardstein reported by Hatz-   paralysing exhaustiveness.
feldt to Wilhelmstrasse, October 26).